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Aruban-born chef Antonio Albertsz makes traditional 
island dessert world famous 



Joselito Albertsz with his good friend Chef Alvin Leest 


On Wednesday, May 12, Anto¬ 
nio “Joselito” Albertsz, an 
alumnus of the culinary pro¬ 
gram of the Aruba Hotel Man¬ 
agement School, welcomed 
press members to La Bodega 
Wine Cellar to announce a 
very special fundraising event 
at the E.P.I. Culinary School at 
the end of June. 

Chef Joselito, who gradu¬ 
ated in 1989 while the school 
was still located within the 
Bushiri Resort, has worked his 
way up to the position of Ex¬ 
ecutive Sous Chef at the fa¬ 
mous Crystal Palace Res¬ 


taurant in Walt Disney World 
after joining their staff five 
years ago. His dedication to his 
profession earned him this ex¬ 
alted promotion three months 
ago, and to his knowledge, he 
is the only Aruban among the 
thousands employed by the 
Disney Corporation. 

Chef Joselito is a “man of 
many hats,” which he earned 
during various competitions 
conducted by Disney among 
their international coterie of 
chefs from Disneyworld faci¬ 
lities around the globe. During 
one such event in Japan, Chef 


Joselito prepared traditional 
Aruban “Cabrito Stoba,” - 
Young Goat Stew, which he 
admits he saw for the first time 
eaten with chopsticks! The 
chefs from that part of the 
world were mystified as to 
what was this “mystery meat,” 
but announced it absolutely de¬ 
licious! During the latest cook¬ 
ing competition, which had the 
purpose of selecting a signa¬ 
ture dessert for the Magic 
Kingdom’s Crystal Palace, 
which serves 7,000 meals a 
day, he submitted a favorite 
Aruban treat, “Bolo di Cashu- 
pete” - Cashew Cake. 

Chef Joselito revealed this 
was the first time he had pre¬ 
pared this traditional Aruban 
dessert, and expressed his gra¬ 
titude to Chef Kelly of the 
E.P.I. Culinary School for his 
advice and support. When 
sampling his offering, one of 
the French judges took a small 
sample, and then came back 
for a larger piece. He returned 
for a third time to walk away 
with an entire cake; with tears 
of pride in his eyes and over¬ 
come with emotion, Chef 
Joselito announced that as of 
June 1, Aruban Bolo di 
Chashupete will be the official 
signature dessert of the Crystal 
Palace at the Magic Kingdom 
in Orlando. 

“Each day at Walt Disney 
World, I wear my name tag 
that announces I am from 
Aruba with great pride. Where 
ever I am working and living, 
my home island is always 
close to my heart, and I cannot 
express how much it means to 
me to be able to bring this 
honor to Aruba.” 

Chef Joselito was joined by 
his good friend, Chef Alvin 
Leest of the E.P.I Culinary 
School in announcing a special 
event to take place on Saturday 
evening, June 26, from 7:30 to 
11:30 p.m.. The school will 
offer a fundraising dinner buf¬ 


fet prepared by Chef Joselito 
and two other chefs from Walt 
Disney World in Orlando, Chef 
TJ from the Polynesian Resort 
and Joselito’s colleague at the 
Crystal Palace, Chef Andy. 
The dinner will feature over 18 
dishes from around the world 
with desserts and a “Kid’s Cor¬ 
ner,” wine provided by Romar 
Trading and beverages in¬ 
cluded. 

Tickets for the dinner are 85 
Aruban florins, ($48.50) and 
can be purchased at the E.P.I. 
School. All proceeds from the 
dinner will be shared by the 
school, to assist them main¬ 
taining a modem and complete 


facility, and the Imeldahoff 
Center for children ages seven 
to 14, which offers a refuge 
from troubled homes. 

“It has always been impor¬ 
tant to me to give something 
back to the island which gave 
me the training to pursue and 
succeed in a profession I 
love,” explained Chef Joselito, 
“I cannot express how very 
proud I am to be from Aruba 
and have this opportunity to 
make this dream now come 
true. I hope many, many is¬ 
landers will come to enjoy the 
meal we will prepare and sup¬ 
port these important institu¬ 
tions.” 
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BE INTERESTING 
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Le Peftf 6>/e 

Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar ' 

Located at: Playa Linda Beach Resort Tel. 586-4046 



American 


Monday thru Saturday 8:00 -11:00 a.m. 

2 Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached), with bacon 
link sausage, potatoes, toast and coffee or tea. 

All you. care to eat $ 9.95 

NOT VALID WITH OTHER PROMOTIONAL OFFERS OR COUPONS 


BRING THIS AD TO RECEIVE A FREE ORANGE JUICE 


Le Pefif 


Only 


$21. SO 


Romancing the Stone at Le Petit Cafe 


Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar 


Every Day From 5-7 p.m. 


Small Salad 
or 

Soup of the Day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 
or 

Petit Filet Mignon 
or 

Filet of Grouper 

All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT STONE 


ICE CREAM 
Chocolate 
or 

Vanilla 


MONDAY , WEDNESDAY AND SUNDAY: LIVE MUSIC 7 p.m. till lO p.m 


Libyan crash survivor reunites 
with relatives 


Searches in Times Square 
probe yield 3 arrests 


TRIPOLI, Libya (AP) - Still 
groggy from surgery, the Dutch 
boy who was the sole survivor 
of a Libyan plane crash that 
killed 103 people greeted an 
aunt and uncle with a smile 
Tyesterday after they rushed to 
his hospital room from Holland. 

But a Dutch Foreign Min¬ 
istry official said 9-year-old 
Ruben van Assouw still may not 
realize the full extent of his loss 
because he has not yet been told 
his parents and older brother 
were killed in the crash on 
Wednesday. They were retur¬ 
ning home from a family vaca¬ 
tion in South Africa to celebrate 
the parents' 12 1/2-year wed¬ 
ding anniversary — a Dutch tra¬ 
dition. 

Rescuers found Ruben still 
strapped into his seat at one end 
of a large debris field after the 
plane crashed while trying to 
land in the Libyan capital 
Tripoli, said Libyan safety offi¬ 
cial Col. Baloul Al-Khoja. Kro- 
nenburg said they noticed he 
was still breathing. "That's why 
they noticed that he was still 


alive," he said. 

Khoja said Ruben was semi¬ 
conscious and unresponsive, 
bleeding moderately from the 
wounds to his legs. As they 
began moving him around, the 
shock began to wear off and he 
felt the pain in his legs, but he 
did not cry a lot. 

Ruben was found about half 
a mile from a big piece of the 
tail section, indicating he may 
have been sitting in the front of 
plane when it shattered into 
pieces. 

The plane impacted in a 
large sandy lot before the run¬ 
way, leaving a long, narrow trail 
of wreckage, more than 150 me¬ 
ters and about 25 meters wide. 
The tail, with its colorful 
Afriqiyah logo, is the largest 
piece of wreckage, surrounded 
by shredded plane parts and 
scattered personal effects. 

No crater or gouge in the 
earth is visible. Near the start of 
the wreckage trail sits a car 
completely crushed. Trees off to 
the side have been shredded to 
chunks of wood. 


The Airbus A330-200 was 
completing a more than seven- 
hour flight across the African 
continent from Johannesburg 
when it crashed. More than half 
of the crash victims were Dutch 
tourists who had been vacation¬ 
ing in South Africa. 

Transportation Minister Mo¬ 
hammed Zaidan told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press that a joint 
investigation into the cause of 
the crash was under way involv¬ 
ing investigators from the 
United States, France, South 
Africa, the Netherlands and 
Libya. 

He said the two black boxes 
recovered from the crash site 
had been turned over to the 
team but he wouldn't comment 
further pending the investiga¬ 
tion's completion. 

Afriqiyah Airways said 
Flight 771 was carrying 93 pas¬ 
sengers and 11 crew. 

Portugal takes 
more austerity 
measures 

LISBON, Portugal - Portugal 
announced late yesterday a 
fresh austerity package follow¬ 
ing eurozone partner Spain's 
lead, aiming to halve its budget 
deficit by 2011 with a series of 
tax hikes and salary cuts for 
public servants. 

"Next year, we are going to 
reduce the deficit to 4.6 per¬ 
cent (of gross domestic prod¬ 
uct,)" Socialist Prime Minister 
Jose Socrates said after a cabi¬ 
net meeting. 

In 2009, the deficit came to 
9.4 percent, one of the highest 
in the eurozone and way above 
the European Union's three 
percent limit. 

The government previously 
announced that it was freezing 
major public works such as a 
new Lisbon airport in an effort 
to balance its books. 


WATERTOWN, Massachu¬ 
setts (AP) - Two Pakistani 
men suspected of providing 
money to Times Square car 
bomb suspect Faisal Shahzad 
were arrested by the FBI in a 
string of yesterday morning 
raids across the Northeast, law 
enforcement officials said. 

The searches in Massachu¬ 
setts, New York and New Jer¬ 
sey were the product of 
evidence gathered in the inves¬ 
tigation into the Times Square 
bomb attempt two weeks ago, 
but there was "no known im¬ 
mediate threat to the public or 
any active plot against the 
United States," FBI spokes¬ 
woman Gail Marcinkiewicz 
said. 

Three people were arrested 
on suspected immigration vio¬ 
lations: the two Pakistani men 
in the Boston area and one per¬ 
son in Maine, U.S. Immigra¬ 
tion and Customs Enforcement 


spokesman Brian Hale said. 
All three arrests are adminis¬ 
trative and not criminal, he 
said. The three were not imme¬ 
diately charged with any ter¬ 
rorism-related offenses. 

The two Boston-area men 
had a "direct connection" to 
Shahzad, a Pakistan-born U.S. 
citizen, said a top Massachu¬ 
setts law enforcement official. 
They are believed to have pro¬ 
vided money to him, but inves¬ 
tigators weren't sure whether 
they were witting accomplices 
or simply moving funds, as is 
common among people from 
the Middle East and Central 
Asia who live in the U.S., said 
the official, who spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity because 
the investigation is ongoing. 

Authorities are now trying 
to determine the source of any 
money that might have been 
moved to the Boston-area 
men. 
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SorM We're 

CLOSED 


W.E.B. Aruba N.V. announces that it 
will be closed the whole day today: 

Friday, the 14th of May 

in connection with Ascension Day. 

Our apologies for any inconvenience 
this might cause. 
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Opening hours: 10:00a.m. -6:00p.m. 


Surinam Airways extends 
free ticket offer 


Large selection of 
Ladies Fashion Wear from Israel 
Tablecloths, Runners, Doillies 

Israeli art work by EMANUEL 

Emmastraat 3 - Plaza Margarita at 
the beginning of the mainstreetTel: 5823839 


The Surinam Airways office 
has seen excitement for the 
past few days. The 2nd free 
ticket for a roundtrip Aruba to 
Miami has caught a lot of at¬ 
tention. 

“Unfortunately we’ve had 
to disappoint a lot of people 
these days,” says Mariella 
Faro, spokesperson for Suri¬ 
nam Airways. Booking for 
this promotion was valid until 
May 10th. 

“By Tuesday we had people 
flooding the office to book a 
round trip to Miami,” the 
spokesperson stated. 

After consulting with Suri¬ 
nam Airways main office in 
Paramaribo, it was decided to 
extend the offer for a few more 
days. 

“We did not want to disap¬ 
point our clients,” Mariella 
Faro said. 

This campaign is extended 
until Monday, May 17th, 2010. 

“This is the last chance, I 
am sure the main office is not 
going to give another exten¬ 
sion,” she continued. 

For more information and 
campaign terms contact: 
Mariela Farro-Geerman at 
Rockefellerstraat 1-H, tel. 297 
582-7896, Fax: 297 582-7895, 


cell: 297 733-0859. 

Email: info@surinamair- 
ways-aruba.com 


Aruba Bird life Conservation established 


On May 11th, 2010, in the of¬ 
fice of notary public Ro- 
driguez-Taekema, a new 
foundation was established; 
the Aruba Birdlife Conserva¬ 
tion with the aim of protec¬ 
ting the biodiversity in 
general and birds in and 
around Aruba in particular. 

Among other things, the 
foundation will focus on in¬ 
creasing the survival chances 
of species of wild birds by 
promoting their preservation 
and conservation. 

Alliances will be made 
with internationally ac¬ 
claimed organizations that 
protect wild birds. One of the 
objectives of the foundation 
is the publication of educa¬ 
tional material to make 
Arubans as well as tourists 
conscious of the beauty of 
Aruban birds and to create 
appreciation for the beauty of 


In picture, sitting from left to right, founders Mrs. Annette Peterson-Bredie, better-known 
at Colegio Arubano as “juffrouw Bredie” (secretary), Mr. Greg Peterson, amateur photogra¬ 
pher (chairman), and Dr. Tim Peterson (treasurer). In the background notary public Mrs. 
Hilde Rodriguez-Taekema and her assistants Mrs. Vivian Maduro and Mrs. Janine Wouters. 

the Aruban flora and fauna in The foundation can be Aruba.Birdlife.Conserva- 

general. contacted through e-mail at tion@gmail.com. 


AH&SF 

Aruba Hospitality & Security Foundation 

fhe lAruha J-fospitaCity and Security foundation is 
shocked and saddened with the unexpected 
passing ofTodce Inspector Trie Zaandam, who has 
for many years keen in charge of the 'Beach ToCice. 

“AVe aCChave different paths along the way 
Our destination is apCace 
far greater than we know 
for some the journey is fast 
for some the journey is show 
SAndnow that the journey has 
suddenly ended 

AVe widrememher the goo din the man 
for whom he was 
Vo not stand at my grave and cry 
I am not there I didnot die 
It's onCyfor a whde that we must part 
I widhCess the memories within your heart 
I wiCCalways he with you” 

f j his wife and children we say: 

Bememher that they are not gone who Cive in the 
hearts of those they Ceave behind 

Tresident andBoardlAJ-f&Sf 
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Armando’s Kite Shlck 

®uj th# Island 

For kite lesson & lodging info 
call '( 297 ) 733-1515 

www.kitesurfingaruba.com 

Next to Marriott Resort 

Lessons starts daily at 
9:00a.m. - 12:00p.m. - 3:00p.m. 
the ages of 8 and 77 can enjoy this sport 1 


Miss World Aruba pays courtesy 
visit to Mr. Otmar Oduber 



Recently, Miss World Aruba, Kimberly Kuiperi paid a cour¬ 
tesy visit to Minister of Labor, Transport and Tourism, Otmar 
Oduber. During the visit Miss Kuiperi gave Minister Oduber 
a lot of information regarding the upcoming Miss World pag¬ 
eant to be held in Vietnam. She also discussed different 
tourism related topics with the Minister. Minister Oduber 
made use of the opportunity to wish Miss Kuiperi lots of suc¬ 
cess and pointed out that Aruba has a worthy and beautiful 
representative. 



EGG DISHES 
*2 eggs sunny side up 

with ham & cheese 

*Scrambled 

with ham, cheese, onions, 
green pepper, tomato, mushroom 

*Plain omelettes 

with ham, cheese, onion, green pepper, 
tomato, mushroom 

All egg dishes are served with a choice of: 

white or whole wheat baguette or sliced 
toasted bread. 


LOCAL BREAKFAST 
*Pan grandi ( di rama ) 
or baguette 

*KERRIE-KERRIE (FISH) 
*CONCH 
*FISH EGG 
*SHRIMPS 
*FISH FILLET 
*FISH CAKE 


*PASTECHI HORNA 
*CREPES 
*SWEET CREPES 
*BAGEL with cream cheese, 
smoked salmon, boiled egg 


*CHICKEN SOUP 


*FRUIT SALAD 
& YOGHURT 


* 



HOT BEVERAGES 
COLD BEVERAGES 


Paseo Herencia Center kicks off 
“Art & Culture” month 



Francis Escalona 


Mo Mohammad 



Eduardo Pablo 


Sounds to soothe the soul were 
center stage in the Plaza Padu 
of the Paseo Herencia Mall on 
Wednesday evening as the 
shopping, dining and entertain¬ 
ment center kicked off their 
celebration of art and culture 
during the month of May. Vi¬ 
siting the island is the Modem 
Brass Collective, and they 
treated the audience and scores 
of diners at the several open air 
restaurants that surround the 
plaza to an enjoyable medley 
from “West Side Story,” as 
well as a favorite Amban clas¬ 
sic “A Bo So,” - “Only You,” 
by the plaza’s namesake, Juan 
Chabaya (Padu) Lampe. 

The Modern Brass Collec¬ 
tive consists of Chad Willis 
and Alan Lara on trumpet, 
Zachary Kazarinoff, French 
Horn, Julie Gray, trombonist 
and Jeremiah Stones, on Bass 
Trombone; they originate from 
Denton, Texas. While on 
Aruba they have conducted a 
free workshop for young is¬ 
land musicians at the Rufo 
Wever Music School, and will 


do so again next week at the 
Skol di Arte in San Nicolas. 

Displaying their unique cre¬ 
ations were local artists Ed¬ 
uardo Pablo, Mo Mohammad, 
Francis Escalona and Rosanna 
Koelewijn-Tromp; some with 
a distinctive island flavor. 

Paseo Herencia Mall enjoys 
sharing and celebrating island 


artists and that of the world, and 
will continue Art & Culture 
Month with various exhibits and 
events. They will host a similar 
night with local artists and mu¬ 
sicians performing and showing 
their works on Wednesday, May 
26 beginning at 8:00 p.m., with 
music performances beginning 
at 9:00 p.m. 
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^OLMERICAN 

|0]\4E 

ASSURANCE 


DISCOVER 


Global Reach, Local Service 


rvTTTTr 


purchase of every new 


|insurance policy from American 

Assurance Company Second prize: 1 Laptop 

you can WIN 


Campaign valid from 
March 10 th to July 2 nd 2010 

First prize: 2 tickets to Las Vegas 

INCLUDING 1 week Hotel 
PLUS Awg. 1.000,- CASH 




Third prize: i Blackberry 

For more information call American Home Assurance Company at 582-5500 or your broker. 


World Cup fever comes to Sam's electronic store 



Christening the signature ball 



On Tuesday, May 11, one 
month to the day before the of¬ 
ficial start of the World Cup, 
Sam’s in Oranjestad unveiled 


their special promotion for is¬ 
land soccer fans yet to prepare 
for the competitions. 

In the U.S., it may be the 





Pancakes & Pizza 


Pancakes • Pizza • Fried Eggs • Homemade Soup 
Sate • Fresh Rolls • Espresso 

Palm Beach 6D, Noord 

(On the right side of Valero Gas Station) 

8:00 a.m.-10:00p.m. ♦ Closed Sunday 



Everyone has the World Cup fever Future socccer star 



The Sam’s family 


Superbowl that has fans glued 
to their TV’s, but for the rest of 
the world, the #1 sport is soc¬ 
cer, and the pinnacle of profes¬ 
sional competition is the World 
Cup, which will take place in 
South Africa this year. 

Manolo, owner of Sam’s, 
was proud to introduce their 
quadrennial World Cup cam¬ 
paign, where shop staff 
demonstrated support for their 
favorite team, garbed in the 
distinctive green and yellow of 
Brazil. Fans of the sport can 
watch on giant plasma screens 
offered at Sam’s, or plug their 


computers into a Benq projec¬ 
tor from their special stock, 
and turn any venue into a 
widescreen showcase. 

During the month prece¬ 
ding the games, and for the full 
month they will be broadcast 
worldwide, Sam’s will be 
awarding a free soccer ball for 
every 500 Aruban florins spent 
and raffle tickets with each 
purchase that will award some 
lucky winner with a 32” flat 
screen television. 

“Even though we sell every 
kind of video game and plat¬ 
form,” announced Manolo, 


“we encourage island youth to 
get out of the house and play 
soccer and other sports. Physi¬ 
cal activity and fitness is very 
important.” 

To demonstrate the positive 
results of being a soccer player, 
Sam’s introduced their team, 
consisting of the captains of 
four of Aruba’s top local teams, 
who demonstrated prowess 
with the signature soccer balls 
the store is giving away. 

Soccer fever came early to 
Sam’s Electronics in Oranjes¬ 
tad, and shoppers will be the 
winners! 
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Science/ Tech. 


Adobe fires another shot in war with Apple 


Women who marry 
younger men die earlier 



WASHINGTON — Adobe 
fired another salvo on Thurs¬ 
day in its war with Apple 
over the refusal by the maker 
of the iPod, iPhone and iPad 
to allow Adobe Flash video 
software to run on the hot- 
selling devices. 

Adobe placed advertise¬ 
ments on popular technology 
blogs such as TechCrunch 
and other sites ran full-page 
ads in The Wall Street Jour¬ 
nal, The New York Times, 


Module 

Sharp said Wednesday that it 
is developing a 3D camera 
module for mobile devices 
that it will begin sampling in 
July. 

The module appears to be 
designed for video as well as 
still images; Sharp said video 
up to 720p resolution can be 
captured. The module will be 
used for smartphones and dig¬ 
ital cameras, the company said. 

The module will begin 
production ’’within 2010,” 


The Washington Post and 
other newspapers to make its 
case against Apple. 

”We (heart) Apple,” said 
the Adobe ads, which went 
on to list the things the San 
Jose, California-based Abode 
’’loves” about the Cupertino, 
California-based Apple. 

’’What we don’t love is 
anybody taking away your 
freedom to choose what you 
create, how you create it, and 
what you experience on the 


Sharp said. 

The camera module uses a 
pair of camera sensors offset 
by a short distance, so that the 
images captured by both are 
slightly offset. Sharp’s mod¬ 
ule then applies color, optical 
axis, and timing synchroniza¬ 
tion to merge the two streams 
into a single 3D video stream. 
Sharp also said that it has de¬ 
veloped advanced camera 
mounting technology to im¬ 
prove the process. 


Web,” the Abode ad con¬ 
cluded. 

The Web ads linked to the 
Adobe.com website where 
the company's co-founders 
published an open letter de¬ 
fending Flash, commonly 
used by developers to create 
online games and Web video, 
and a page billed as ’’The 
Truth About Flash.” 

”As the founders of 
Adobe, we believe open mar¬ 
kets are in the best interest of 
developers, content owners, 
and consumers,” Chuck 
Geschke and John Warnock 
said. 

”We believe that con¬ 
sumers should be able to 
freely access their favorite 
content and applications, re¬ 
gardless of what computer 
they have, what browser they 
like, or what device suits 
their needs,” they said. 

According to Adobe, 
whose other well-known 
products include Photoshop 
and Adobe Reader, which 
manages PDF files, 75 percent 
of all video on the Web is 
viewed using its Flash Player. 


ROSTOCK, Germany - 
Older women with younger 
husbands have a shorter life 
expectancy while older men 
who marry younger women 
tend to live longer, a German 
researcher said. 

Having a partner seven 
years younger increases a 
woman's chances of dying 
earlier by 20 percent, said 


Sven Drefahl, a sociolo¬ 
gist at the Max Planck 
Institute for Demo¬ 
graphic Research in Ro¬ 
stock, Germany. 

’’The greater the age 
difference, the lower the 
wife's life expectancy,” 
Drefahl said. "The best 
choice for a woman is to 
marry a man of exactly 
the same age.” 

As for men, the mor¬ 
tality risk of a man 
seven to nine years older 
than his wife was re¬ 
duced by 11 percent 
when compared with 
couples the same age, 
The Daily Telegraph re¬ 
ported Thursday. 

So-called Cougars 
women who date or marry 
younger men — may experi¬ 
ence more stress and reduced 
health because they are "vio¬ 
lating social norms and thus 
suffer from social sanctions," 
said Drefahl, who based his 
results on a study of 2 million 
Danish couples. 


Sharp Announces 3D Camera 
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HEALTH & LIVING 


TM 


SINCE 




MUSEUM & FACTORY 

TOURS 


mm* 




W 


RECEIVE A 

FREE 

HAND LOTION 

with your purchase of $ 50 or more* 


Aruba Aloe Balm NV, 
Pitastraat 115, 
Oranjestad 
T: 588 3222 
W: www.ArubaAloe.com 
Tour hours: 

Mon-Fri 8:30 AM-4:00 PM 
Sat 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Entrance fee: FREE 


Sugar before shots helps infants cope 


Fewer tears are shed when babies get sweet solution before 
injections, review finds 



A sugar solution appears to 
help babies tolerate immu¬ 
nizations and get through the 
pain, researchers have found. 

The approach works so 
well that a new report is rec¬ 
ommending that doctors and 
nurses consider giving a 
sweet solution to babies be¬ 
fore immunization in chil¬ 
dren 1 month to 1 year old. 


Previous research has 
shown that a small amount of 
sucrose or glucose — a few 
drops to half a teaspoon — in 
a solution can reduce pain. 

In the new report, released 
online May 12 in Archives of 
Disease in Childhood, re¬ 
searchers from Canada, Aus¬ 
tralia and Brazil reviewed 
findings from 14 studies that 


examined 1,674 injections 
given to children 1 year or 
younger. 

In 13 of the studies, babies 
who were given a bit of sug¬ 
ary solution — compared with 
those given water or nothing 
— were found to cry less after 
immunization. Babies given 
30 percent glucose in the so¬ 
lution were about half as 
likely to cry, the study found. 

’’Health-care professionals 
responsible for administering 
immunizations should con¬ 
sider using sucrose or glucose 
during painful procedures,” 
study author Denise Harrison, 
of the Hospital for Sick Chil¬ 
dren in Toronto, and her col¬ 
leagues concluded. ’’This 
information is important for 
health-care professionals 
working with infants in both 
inpatient and outpatient set¬ 
tings, as sweet solutions are 
readily available, have a very 
short onset of time to analge¬ 
sia, are inexpensive and are 
easy to administer.” 


Treating gum disease may lower 
blood sugar 


EDINBURGH, Scotland, - 
A review of studies by re¬ 
searchers in Scotland, Britain 
and Canada finds treating 
gum disease may lower sugar 
levels in people with dia¬ 
betes. 

Researchers at the Univer¬ 
sity of Edinburgh and col¬ 
leagues at the Peninsula 
Dental School, the University 
of Ottawa and UCL Eastman 
Dental Institute analyzed 
seven randomized controlled 
studies of almost 700 patients 
with type 1 and type 2 dia¬ 
betes and also diagnosed with 
periodontal disease. 

The findings, published in 
The Cochrane Library, sug¬ 
gested treatment of gum dis¬ 
ease can reduce blood sugar 
levels in patients with type 2 
diabetes but there wasn’t 
enough evidence to support 
the same benefit for those 
with type 1 diabetes. 

”It would be wise to ad¬ 
vise patients of the relation¬ 
ship between treating 
periodontal disease and the 
possibility of lowering their 
blood sugar levels,” lead au¬ 


thor Terry Simpson of the Ed¬ 
inburgh Dental Institute said 
in a statement. 

’’Additionally, an oral health 
assessment should be recom¬ 
mended as part of their routine 
diabetes management.” 


Tip: Before Using 
Cough Medicine 


Even if you’re considering 
using an over-the-counter 
cough medicine, there are 
certain warning signs that 
should prompt you to con¬ 
sult with your doctor first. 

The American Academy 
of Family Physicians offers 
this list: 

* If you’re running a 
fever. 

* If you’re having diffi¬ 
culty catching your breath. 

* If you have a cough 
that’s lasted more than sev¬ 
eral weeks. 

*If you're wheezing 
while breathing or cough¬ 
ing. 

* If you have a cough 
that seems to come and go. 



















































8 


THE! MORNING NEWS 


Friday, May 14, 2010 




GOLD PALACE JEWELE 

ine Jewelry, Diamonds & Watch' 

RELIABLE PLACE FOR 
REPAIR AND REMODELING 
OF YOUR JEWELRY 


L.G. Smith Blvd #15 La Hacienda, J.E. Irausquin Blvd #382 


Opposite Main Bus Station Opposite Playa Linda Beach Resort 

Oranjestad, Aruba High Rise Hotel Area 

Tel: (297) 588-2906 Noord, Palm Beach 

E-mail: goldpalacearuba@hotmail.com Tel. (297) 586-6431 


Skydive Aruba will whisk 


you away to the adventure 
of a lifetime! 



While laying on Aruba’s 
beaches and watching the 
waves, one might reflect on 
all the adventures they would 
like to experience in this life, 
but are perhaps to timid to try. 
Snorkeling and SCUBA 
might certainly be on the list, 
but don’t miss the opportunity 
to try something you will re¬ 
member all your life. It is a 
rush that will stay with you 
long after you have landed, 
conducted in such a way as to 
completely insure your safety 
and with little effort or com¬ 
plex details to leam. 

Only a few short months 
ago Aruba’s newest attraction, 
Air Adventures, owned by 
Rick and Hornsby, owners of 
Florida’s oldest drop zone, 
opened their doors with Sky 
Dive Aruba. Located just off 
the beach north of the Marriott 
Aruba Resort, they promise to 
whisk you away on the adven¬ 
ture of a lifetime-literally! 

Skydive Aruba’s fully certi¬ 
fied instructors John Luvera, 
who currently holds ratings as 
USPA Coach, AFF Instructor 
and Pro and Keith McBeth, 
also AFF certified and a fif¬ 
teen-year skydiving veteran, 
do all the work, and clients 
simply enjoy the ride. The 
jump is done wearing tandem 
gear, so you are firmly attached 
to your guide, whose expertise 
will bring you in right on point 
for a perfect landing. 

We caught Lynn Koerner 


of Boston Mass 
and Nicole Ale¬ 
xander of Spo¬ 
kane, Washing¬ 
ton as they car¬ 
omed in from 
10,000 ft with 
John and Keith 
“pulling the 
strings.” 

“THAT WAS 
A W E - 
SOME!!!!!” ex¬ 
claimed Ni-cole, 
“I’m ready to do 
it again, right 
now!” 

The Skydive 
Aruba experi¬ 
ence takes about 
90 minutes, ac¬ 
commodating no more than 
two clients, each with their 
own guide. Not only are you 
treated to the most amazing 
view of Aruba and the sur¬ 
rounding turquoise waters of 
the Caribbean, but John 
records it all with a handycam, 
and you can immediately re¬ 
live the experience and pur¬ 
chase the video to show your 
friends and family back home; 
a very personalized and 
thrilling memento of your is¬ 
land vacation. 

THE MORNING NEWS 
team just happened to catch 
Stephen, proprietor of Salt & 
Pepper Restaurant in the act of 
purchasing a tandem skydive 
gift certificate as a reward for 
a hard-working employee. He 
confessed he was so thrilled 
with his experience the week 
before, he could think of no 
better gift to give. 

Kara, who packs the 
chutes, heartily agrees. A vet¬ 
eran of one of the busiest drop 
zones in California, she is ac¬ 
customed to packing up to 
250 parachutes a day, so cus¬ 
tomers can feel confident. “I 
went on a dive with a friend 
years ago and was hooked. It 
is a very addicting sport; once 
you have tried it you will want 
to do it forever.” 

For more information and 
reservations, contact Air Ad¬ 
ventures at telephone 735- 
0654, or visit their website: 
www. sky divearuba. com. 


Minister Otmar Oduber very impressed 
with EPI students presentation 



Recently, Minister of Labor, 
Transport and Tourism, 
Otmar Oduber was invited by 
the EPI School Hospitality 
Unit students for a marketing 
project presentation. The stu¬ 
dents, in their last year, vis¬ 
ited existing companies and 
created a marketing plan for 
them, which they presented 
to the public after. 

Minister Oduber stated 
that when he attended the 
hospitality school, in the days 
of the Bushiri Hotel School, 
he also had to make such a 
project. He also pointed out 
the importance of the school 
for the future of our island 
and how different people 
who studied there, now are 
accomplished persons in dif¬ 
ferent tourism areas. 

He encouraged the stu¬ 
dents to keep studying to ac¬ 
complish their goals and 
continue with their develop¬ 
ment, for themselves and for 
their island. 

The Minister stated to be 
very impressed with the pres¬ 
entation. The students 
showed good language skills, 
vision, and had very positive 
ideas on how to improve the 
tourism market, something 
that certainly will help com¬ 
panies working in this area. 
Surely the island’s tourism 
industry is in very good 
hands 

Finally, Minister Oduber 
wished all the students a lot 
of success in their profes¬ 
sional future, either in the 
tourism sector or any other 
area. 
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our Resort Home in Aruba 

• Town Homes & Villas 

• Gated community with 24 hours security 

• Full resort facilities and services 

• Rental Program 

• Excellent location near golf course & beaches 



Contact us at: Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 • Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com • info@goldcoastaruba.com • rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 


Massachusetts estate of Dow Jones magnate on sale for $55M 



Photo shows Roni Boyles and Jonathan Ranford of Coldwell 
Banker Real Estate walking the front door of the mansion 
they are listing on the harbor in Cohasset, Massachusetts. 


COHASSET, Massachusetts - 
For decades, "The Oaks” was 
the oceanside playground of 
the Barrons and the Bancrofts, 
heirs to the Dow Jones and 
Wall Street Journal fortunes. 
On Wednesday, the 20,000- 
square-foot mansion with 45 
rooms and surrounding proper¬ 
ties was put on sale with an 
asking price of $55 million. 

The listing, which includes 
a marina, restaurant and the 
Cohasset Harbor Inn, is hardly 
intended for the casual buyer. 

"People move here and 
don’t move away too quickly,” 
said agent Jonathan Radford of 
Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage. 

For more than a century and 


The World Health 
Organization 
(WHO) 

ranks Aruba’s drinking 
water as meeting the 
highest safety standards. 
Please drink the water 



a half, only three families have 
called the 9.4-acre property 
about 20 miles south of Boston 
home. The first was Lawrence 
Barrett, a 19th-century actor 
who played Othello opposite 
Edwin Booth's Iago and served 
as a captain in the Civil War. 

The second owner was 
Clarence Barron, a Bostonian 
who purchased Dow Jones & 
Co. for $130,000 in 1902 and 
is credited with transforming 
The Wall Street Journal into 
the financial journalism po¬ 
werhouse it has remained 
through present-day. He later 
founded Barron's magazine 
and was its first editor. 

Barron's stepdaughter mar¬ 
ried into another prominent 
Boston family, the Bancrofts, 
who became heirs to Dow 
Jones and the publishing em¬ 
pire. Two years after Barron's 
death in 1928, the original es¬ 
tate was razed and replaced by 
the current ivy-covered Geor¬ 
gian Revival mansion. 

Frank Sinatra, Bob Hope 
and other entertainers visited 
the estate when they played at 
the nearby South Shore Music 
Circus in the venue's heyday. 

Barron's granddaughter, 
Jessie Bancroft Cox, lived in 
the home until her death in 
1982. Yankee Oil & Gas 
briefly owned the estate before 


it was purchased by the current 
owner, Peter Roy, in 1989. 

Roy, a private man who de¬ 
scribes himself as a former en¬ 
ergy company owner and 
retired investor, is selling the 
estate to move to Toronto with 
his Canadian-born wife and 
three children. (Roy also has 
three children from a previous 
marriage.) 

"There are many individual 
properties that are attractive on 
the East Coast, but I have not 
found anything that combines 
four properties that essentially 
make up an entire harbor,” said 
Radford, who has brokered 
sales of vineyards and cha¬ 
teaux in the south of France 
and now specializes in super 
high-end real estate in the U.S. 
Among his recent sales was an 
$ 11 million home in Manches- 
ter-by-the-Sea on Boston's 
North Shore. 

The mansion accounts for 
about half the $55 million ask¬ 
ing price, Radford said, which 
alone would put it in good 
standing next to other recent 
blockbuster home sales in 
Massachusetts, including Bos¬ 
ton Red Sox owner John 
Henry's $ 16 million purchase 
of a 7-acre Brookline estate in 
2007. 

The Oaks offers plenty of 
amenities to a buyer willing to 


negotiate the steep price — 
and navigate through the 
seemingly endless maze of 
construction and traffic detours 
on the roads leading from 
Boston to the estate. 

The 45 rooms include eight 
bedrooms, a library, a gallery 
and an English-style pub in the 
basement. 

Outside is a skating pond in 
the winter and a private beach 
in the summer. Visitors can 
play chess poolside, as long as 
they don't mind moving the 
heavy, 2-foot-tall stone pieces 
around the lawn chessboard. 
Six built-in grilling stations 
allow ample space to cook 
burgers. One of the stations is 
on a rooftop deck that offers a 
panoramic view of the harbor. 


A wooden footbridge leads 
from the main property to a 
sheltered deep-water dock, 
where Roy parks his 77-foot 
yacht. Other boats are kept at 
the marina, which is made up 
of several buildings including 
one that appeared prominently 
in the 1987 film, "The Witches 
of Eastwick.” 

Radford said he has no idea 
how long The Oaks will stay 
on the market; he can't even 
guess if the property will be 
there for one day or two years. 

"We don't know if the buyer 
will come from Cohasset or 
Singapore,” he said, adding that 
Roy, as a practical business¬ 
man, would consider selling 
pieces of the property sepa¬ 
rately or to multiple buyers. 
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FREE Coverage on our website: 
www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


ACROSS 

1. Recipe instruction 
5. Male gypsies 
9. Opera by Bellini 
14. Pierre Jean De- 

18. Ring a bell 

19. Part of QED 

20. Godly fluid 

21. Sour 

22. Turkestan’s locale 

23. Inventive middle name 

24. Call 

25. “_ Princess” 

26. Religious image 

27. Opera by Strauss 

30. Shake,_and roll 

32. Old coin of Siam 

33. _gestae 

34. Inhabitants: suffix 

35. River to the Rhine 

36. Legendary bird 

38. Flaw in a coat of paint 
41. Opera by Handel 

47. “_Sera, Sera” 

48. Shelley specialty 

49. Spiral-horned creature 

50. Wapiti 


51. Artist Dufy 
53. Piped 

55. Spread hay to dry 

56. _dye 

57. Fundamental 

58. Overweight 

59. Tropical ant 

61. Conceals, to a Scot 

62. Threat 

63. Opera by Britten 

68. North Dakota Indian 

69. New Jersey college 

70. _Point 

71. Tree of the birch 
family 

72. Obdurate 

73. Hurricane center 

74. Porter 

77. Forays 

78. Spokes 

79. Everything 

80. Enthusiastic 

82. _Khan 

83. Hawaiian dish 

84. Opera by Gershwin 

87. “Inner_” 

90. Nothing 


91. Seraglio room 

92. Cease 

93. F.L. Wright’s gp. 

96. Sheepfold sound 

98. Wanton destroyer 

102. Opera by Bartok, 
“Duke_” 

107. Dummy 

108. Superman portrayer 

109. Actress Massey 

110. Avoid 

111. Bauxite and cinnabar 

112. Lend_ 

113. Strikes out 

114. Alley Oop’s girl 

115. Shade of green 

116. Cures hides 

117. Hebrew zithers 

118. Viral infections 

119. _tissue 

DOWN 

1. One of a flight 

2. Opera by Puccini 

3. Author of “Romola” 

4. Bananalike fruit 

5. Library users 

6. Heraldic border 

7. Opera by Stravinsky 

8. Sci-fi series 

9. Bites 

10. Artist’s pigment 

11. European river 

12. Cenobites 


13. Field 

14. Symbol of justice 

15. Opera by Boito 

16. Buffalo's lake 

17. Ski lift 

21. Famed violinmaker 

28. Nebraska Indians 

29. Detestable 
31. Praise 

37. Opera by Moore 

38. Wall Street optimist 

39. Ancient city of 
Mesopotamia 

40. Ransom 

41. Fast plane 

42. Caucho 

43. Boy 

44. Serang 

45. Winglike part 

46. Pluviously 

47. Suppress 

52. Last Greek letter 

53. Wades 

54. Composer of “Le roi 
d’Yvetot” 

56. Shock 

57. Root vegetable 

59. Summed 

60. Despots 

61. Witty, in the past 

62. Douay prophet 

63. Ground beetles 

64. Spanish white wine 

65. “The_” (Purcell) 

66. Sanctuary of_ 

Idris 

67. Dancer Tharp 

72. Out of 

73. English cathedral 
town 

74. Ripen 

75. Bandleader Brown 

76. Bitter vetch 

79. “ . . . ordered_ 

this ale” 

80. Norse saga 

81. Forsakes 

83. Unadulterated, to 
Kipling 

85. “Green Mansions” 
heroine 

86. Nine-day prayers 

88. Cunan people of 
Panama 

89. River to the 
Tyrrhenian 

93. Van Gogh’s city 

94. Image: prefix 

95. Actor Ed 

97. Massachusetts town 

99. Column type 

100. Mother of King 
Stephen 

101. Also-ran 

102. Difficult child 

103. River to the Arctic 

104. Opera by Verdi 

105. Mama Elliot 

106. Opera by Berg 





DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 


May 8 - May 14 

0’stad: “Botica Oduber" San Nicolas: “Botica San Nicolas" 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 


Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 



Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 


Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 


TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

Al Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 


Sudoku- 


8 

1 


6 



9 


1 


i 

4 

9 

5 




S 

) 


3 

8 

7 

6 

■ 

! 

i 1 

) 

2 


6 

4 

9 


8 

1 9 

3 


4 

1 

7 

- 

1 

. 6 

8 


9 


5 

2 

2 

: 4 

7 

8 



3 

. 



9 

4 

3 

6 


£ 


7 



2 



.* 

l 







SOLUTION 

l * 8 

Z 9 S 

L £ t 

> Cor 

nplete the grid so that every 
r and every column contains 
numbers 1 through 9 
umber is Never repeated 
i row or column, 
iddition every rectangle must 
itain the numbers 1 through 9 

L Z 9 

£ V6 

8 S 1 

row 

6 t S' 

l 8 L 

P z $ 


Z S € 

6 L 8 

9 I X 

t 

A n 

9 L 1 

P 9 £ 

8 Z 

r An 

8 6 fr 

9 I Z 

£ L i 

in a 

V 9 L 

8 £ I 

Z 6 S 

: In a 

r<N 

00 

S 6 P 

l 9 L 

- cor 

S l 6 

L Z 9 

£ P S 

i 

































































































































































































































































































Friday, May 14, 2010 


THE MORNING NEWS 


11 


Finance 



Your Source for Local English News 

Caya G. F. Betico Croes 111 

Tel: 588-9517 - Fax: 588-9518 

E-mail: themorningnewsaruba@gmail.com 


Euro loses bounce from $1 trillion 
bailout 



WANTED 


Free Lance Sales Person 
Please call 582-9517 


themorningnewsaruba@gmail.com 

www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


FOR RENT TIMESHARE ■ Waiter’s Service 


at 

Holiday Inn Club Vacations 
at Orange Lake Resort 
Kissinmee, FL. 

2 bedroom suite, sleeps 6-8 
persons. Week July 23-30/10 
Price: US$1,200 
For info please call 
Cell: (297) 593-2320 


For every occasion 
Christening 
Holy Communion 
Marriage 
Birthday 
Private Partic 

For Information 
Call: 741-2295 / 567-2^58 



CEO sees Ford continuing 
to improve into 2011 


WILMINGTON, Delware 
(AP) - Ford's chief executive 
told shareholders that the sec¬ 
ond-largest U.S. automaker 
will see "continuing improve¬ 
ment" into 2011 but wouldn't 
say when the company might 
reinstate a dividend. 

Mulally also said the com¬ 
pany expects to be "solidly 
profitable" in 2010, a predic¬ 
tion that was first issued two 
weeks ago. Before that, Ford 
had said it didn't expect solid 
profits until 2011. 

Mulally's predictions fol¬ 
low four straight profitable 
quarters for Ford, which has 
rebounded better than most ri¬ 
vals from a historic plunge in 
auto sales during the recession. 
Ford posted staggering losses 


YESTERDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 


PUZZLE 31 


in 2008 and early 2009. 

Mulally said an improving 
economy will help the au¬ 
tomaker this year and next. It 
will also get a boost from the 
release of new products this 
year, such as the Focus sub¬ 
compact in the United States. 


LONDON - The euro soared 
after the EU announced a start¬ 
ling $ 1 trillion financial rescue 
package earlier this week. But 
that respite has evaporated — 
a sign that worries remain 
about the heavy debts burden¬ 
ing European governments. 

The euro was back near 14- 
month lows Thursday, at 
$1.2586, down 0.3 percent on 
the day. That puts it within a 
cent of where it was just before 
rumors of the bold European 
Union move swept the market. 

The euro spiked to a high of 
$1.3048 on Monday, when the 
package of loans to be made 
available if struggling coun¬ 
tries need them was announced 
after frantic talks into the early 
hours. Policymakers breathed 
a sigh of relief that their "shock 
and awe" package had helped 
to shore up confidence in the 
shared currency. 

Though the package has 
helped ease concerns of a 
wave of imminent debt de¬ 
faults within the 16-country 
eurozone, currency traders are 
realizing the underlying prob¬ 
lem has not gone away — how 
are the highly indebted coun¬ 
tries going to get their public 
finances under control? 

In particular, there are acute 
worries that the Greek govern¬ 
ment — however sincere it is 

— will just not be able to push 
through the draconian mea¬ 
sures it has agreed to in return 
for an earlier, euro 110 billion 
rescue over three years, given 
the likely political and social 
unrest. 

"The government will be at¬ 
tempting to implement nothing 
short of a cultural revolution 
amidst a depth of feeling that 
will not be assuaged with ease 

— if at all," said Neil Mellor, 


senior currency strategist at 
Bank of New York Mellon. 

Those fears are unlikely to 
have been eased by comments 
made by Argentina's President 
Cristina Fernandez, who said 
earlier this week that the mea¬ 
sures "unfortunately are con¬ 
demned to failure." Argentina 
had the world's biggest sove¬ 
reign debt default in 2001. 

Alongside the lingering de¬ 
fault fears, there are also ques¬ 
tions regarding the European 
Central Bank's new role of 
buying government bonds in 
the secondary markets to 
maintain liquidity and keep 
yields low. It's clear that the 
German Bundesbank's presi¬ 
dent, Axel Weber, is not too 
enamoured with the bank's 
new responsibility, as it could 
stoke long-term inflationary 
pressures and leave the bank's 
balance sheet exposed to pretty 
worthless government bonds. 
Weber also sits on the ECB's 
board and he's considered the 
favourite to replace Jean- 
Claude Trichet as the ECB's 
head next year. 

Alongside last weekend's 
euro750 billion support pack¬ 
age for the eurozone, policy¬ 
makers effectively rewrote the 
European Central Bank's rule- 
book with the ECB decision to 
buy government bonds —just 
a week ago at the monthly rate¬ 
setting meeting, Trichet had 
said the issue had not even 
been discussed. 

There are also mounting 
concerns that Germany, the eu¬ 
rozone's biggest country, will 
also have to undertake some 
cutbacks itself as it absorbs its 
share of the cost of the rescue 
deal. That will hardly get the 
thumbs-up from a skeptical 
public that last week inflicted 


a defeat on Chancellor Angela 
Merkel in an important re¬ 
gional election. 

"This highlights the longer 
term negative impact on the 
eurozone with severe fiscal 
tightening likely throughout 
the EU and not just in the pe¬ 
riphery countries," said Ian 
Stannard, currency strategist at 
BNP Paribas. 

Meanwhile, it's become 
abundantly clear that the re¬ 
covery from recession in the 
eurozone is proving to be slow 
— figures showed that the eu¬ 
rozone economy grew by a 
tepid 0.2 percent in the first 
quarter of the year from the 
previous quarter, compared 
with an equivalent rate of 0.8 
percent in the U.S. 

Some near-term pickup is 
expected as global trade perks 
up and Europe's high-value ex¬ 
porters gain ground in the 
wake of the lower euro, which 
will help boost exports, all 
other things being equal. 

But the longer-term picture 
is less rosy as governments cut 
spending and raise taxes to re¬ 
lieve their debt problems — 
which will remove govern¬ 
ment stimulus from the econ¬ 
omy and could undermine 
growth further. 

As a result, traders think it's 
more likely that the European 
Central Bank, which sets inte¬ 
rest rates for the currency bloc, 
will be one of the last major 
central banks to start raising 
interest rates. That's a minus 
for the euro, since one of the 
main long-term drivers to cur¬ 
rency rates is the interest rate 
holders get. If the U.S. Federal 
Reserve starts to raise interest 
rates, that makes it more attrac¬ 
tive to hold dollars — rather 
than euros. 


Federal budget deficit hits April record 



WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
federal budget deficit hit an 
all-time high for April as the 
government kept spending to 
aid the recovery while revenue 
fell sharply. 

The Treasury Department 
said Wednesday the April 
deficit soared to $82.7 billion. 
That was significantly higher 
than last year's April deficit of 
$20 billion and the largest im¬ 
balance for that month on 
record. 

The government normally 
runs surpluses in April as mil¬ 
lions of taxpayers file their in¬ 
come tax returns. However, 
income tax payments were 
down this April, reflecting the 
impact of the recession which 
has pushed millions of people 
out of work. 

Total revenues for April 
were down 7.9 percent from a 


year ago. 

The Obama administration 
forecast in February that the 
deficit for this year will hit an 
all-time high of $1.56 trillion, 
surpassing the current record 
$1.4 trillion set last year. Many 
private economists believe this 
year's imbalance will be closer 
to last year's figure and that 
deficits will remain high for 
years to come. 

The trillion-dollar-plus de¬ 
ficits are being driven by the 
impact of the recession, which 
has cut government tax re¬ 
venue while driving up spend¬ 
ing. 

April's record deficit was a 
little misleading because about 
a third of the increase was the 
result of federal benefits for 
May that were paid on the last 
day in April, analysts note. 
That was because May 1 fell 


on a Saturday. 

Analysts estimate that 
roughly one-third of the in¬ 
crease in the deficits over the 
past two years came from lost 
revenue — the result of fewer 
people working and lower cor¬ 
porate profits. The other two- 
thirds is from added govern¬ 
ment spending to stem the re¬ 
cession and aid the recovery. 
That includes the $787 billion 
stimulus bill and the $700 bil¬ 
lion financial bailout. 

Record deficits have be¬ 
come a political liability for 
lawmakers in Washington. 
Many voters have expressed 
anger over the staggering sums 
of the bailout and stimulus pro¬ 
gram. Two incumbents, Sen. 
Bob Bennett, R-Utah, and Rep. 
Alan Mollohan, D-W.Va., have 
lost primary contests in the 
past week, a reflection of the 


wave of voter unrest. 

Soaring deficits have also 
become a political challenge 
for the Obama administration. 
The administration is promis¬ 
ing to aggressively attack the 
budget deficits once the econ¬ 
omy is stable and unemploy¬ 
ment falls. The president has 
appointed a commission that is 
scheduled to produce a report 
by year's end on what spending 
cuts or higher taxes, or both, 
are needed to control future 
deficits. 

The back-to-back deficits in 
April marked the first time that 
has occurred since deficits 
were recorded in April of 1963 
and 1964, according to 
monthly budget records that go 
back to 1954. During that pe¬ 
riod, the government has run 
April surpluses in 43 of 56 
years. 
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Steak on a Stone-Le Petit 



Welcome to Le Petit Cafe 


In a time when dining 
choices and critiques are 
based on value for your dol¬ 
lar, an old favorite, Le Petit 
Cafe, still offers one of the 
best values not only in price, 
but quality, quantity and am¬ 
biance. 

Le Petit Cafe in Palm 
Beach offers charming sur¬ 
roundings reminiscent of a 


European outdoor cafe. Sur¬ 
rounded by Old World 
gaslights and an abundance 
of flora, it provides a delight¬ 
ful and romantic setting. In 
Oranjestad, diners can enjoy 
a breathtaking view of the 
harbor; particularly as the sun 
dips over the horizon and the 
lights of town set the waters 
aglow. Taking advantage of 


their Early Bird Special not 
only offers a great price for a 
delicious meal, but put you in 
the right place at the right 
time to enjoy Aruba’s most 
spectacular daily perform¬ 
ance; our stunning sunsets. 

The Early Bird special of¬ 
fers a choice of a full sized 
chicken breast, a hefty por¬ 
tion of filet mignon or fresh 
grouper fillet accompanied 
by a well-stuffed baked po¬ 
tato, rice or french fries. 
There is a choice of soup or 
salad as a starter, and ice 
cream for dessert, all for a 
modest S21.50; an unbeatable 
price for a great meal on 
Aruba! 

Cooking your main course 
on the stone is a supremely 
healthy method of prepara¬ 
tion, seasoned to perfection 
and using no fats or oils. Fish 
in particular is excellent; ex¬ 
tremely moist and tasty. A 
thick cut of filet mignon usu¬ 
ally requires cutting into 
smaller sections to cook fully, 
especially if your preference 
is medium-well to well done. 

Le Petit Cafe is particu¬ 
larly well known for its 
“Land and Sea” specialty, 
filet mignon and lobster tail; 
a gourmet treat when served 
in their signature fashion. 
The restaurant also offers a 
diverse menu of pastas and 
tempting gourmet appetizers 
such as seafood crepes, 
crispy calamari, and escargot. 
For family members in the 
mood for something different 
there are several dishes to 
choose from, such as chicken 
parmesan, so a large family 
with different ideas of what 
they want for dinner can eas¬ 
ily be accommodated. 

We all know that breakfast 
is the most important meal of 
the day, and Le Petit Cafe has 
also long been famous for the 
best value for breakfast on 
Aruba. They still offer an 
American breakfast for S6.95 
and a full breakfast buffet for 
SI0.95, another unbeatable 



Fish on a Stone 


Rare 'King of Herrings' found off Swedish coast 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) 
-Amaritime expert says a 12- 
foot (3.65-meter) Giant 
Oarfish - the world's largest 
bony fish - has been found in 
Swedish waters for the first 
time in 130 years. 

Also known as the "King of 
Herrings," the dead fish was 
picked up by a west coast resi¬ 
dent who found it floating near 
the shore over the weekend. It 
was handed over to The House 
of the Sea aquarium in the 
town of Lysekil, where expert 
Roger Jansson says it's being 
kept pending a decision on 
what to do with it. 


Johansson said 

Wednesday the Giant 
Oarfish can grow up to 36 
feet (11 meters), and is be¬ 
lieved to live in deep wa¬ 
ters. He says the last 
recorded discovery in 
Sweden was in 1879. 

Photo shows man 
measuring a rare speci¬ 
men of the species known 
as the 'King of Herrings' 
or Giant Oarfish (Regale- 
cus glesne) of 3.5 meters 
(11.4 feet) in length in Bo- 
vallstrand, on the western 
coast of Sweden 



Cafe’s specialty 



Steak on a Stone 


value! 

Le Petit Cafe is also lo¬ 
cated in the Paradise Beach 
Villas, so whether you are 
staying in Oranjestad, Palm 


Beach or Eagle Beach, a La 
Petit Cafe restaurant can be 
found only a short stroll away 
from you resort, a perfect way 
to begin or end your day! 



Outdoor cafe setting 

Good marks for Obama on 


spill, more drilling 


WASHINGTON - The Gulf of 
Mexico oil spill hasn't stained 
President Barack Obama nor 
dimmed the public's desire for 
offshore energy drilling, ac¬ 
cording to a new Associated 
Press-GfK Poll. 

While some conservative 
pundits, such as Rush Lim- 
baugh, have called this 
"Obama's Katrina," that's not 
how the public feels, the poll 
found. BP PLC, which owned 
the well that has gushed more 
than 4 million gallons since an 
Apr. 20 oil rig explosion, is 
getting more of the public's ire. 


More people surveyed said 
they approved of Obama's han¬ 
dling of the ongoing oil spill 
than disapproved, but not by 
large margins or with unusu¬ 
ally strong feelings. It contrasts 
with the public's reaction to 
President George W. Bush's re¬ 
sponse to another Gulf disas¬ 
ter, 2005's Hurricane Katrina. 

The poll found that 42 per¬ 
cent approve of Obama's ac¬ 
tions, 33 percent disapprove 
and 21 percent say they have 
neutral feelings about his re¬ 
sponse. 
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Fans are ready! 



month or two for such injury. 

After injury Terry was 
transported to the hospital 
with a protective boot, and 
the results of medical exami¬ 
nation will be announced on 
Thursday. For now only cer¬ 
tain is that he will not be 
ready for FA Cup final on 
Wednesday against 

Portsmouth, in the last game 
of the season for Chelsea. 


Argentina coach Diego 
Maradona is not sorry for 
overlooking Inter duo Este¬ 
ban Cambiasso and Javier 
Zanetti, and is furious with 
those who questioned his 
squad selection. 

Fans were stunned to see 
both men left out of the Al- 
biceleste's provisional 30- 
man World Cup squad. 

But Maradona is standing 
firm with his decision and 
has not apologised to those 
who were left disappointed. 

“I am only sorry for Fer¬ 
nando Gago. He was one of 
my boys, but he played too 
little this year and that's why 
I didn't call him up," he told 


Cacau double calms German 
nerves 


A fan of Mexico celebrates during a friendly against 
Ecuador 

Terry may miss FIFA World 
Cup because of injury 

English media reported today 
that the captain of Chelsea 
and standard English national 
team player, John Terry, suf¬ 
fered serious injury on train¬ 
ing and that because of this 
injury he could even miss the 
World Cup 2010! 

If it is true that Terry bro¬ 
ken the metatarsal bone, it 
means that he will not play at 
2010 World Cup because of 
recovery, which last about 

Maradona Has No Regrets Over Snubbing 
Inter’s Esteban Cambiasso & Javier Zanetti 



Radio Del Plata. 

"There is nothing strange 
and nothing to explain about 
Zanetti's exclusion. It was al¬ 
ready decided a long time 
ago. And as for Cambiasso, 
it's the same story.” 

Whether he fails or suc¬ 
ceeds in delivering the World 
Cup for the first time since 
1986, Maradona is confident 
of continuing his tenure at the 
helm. 

“This is the idea, and since 
I took charge I started a plan 
not just thinking about the 
World Cup in South Africa, 
but also the Copa America,” 
he concluded. 


Germany began their 2010 
FIFA World Cup South 
Africa™ preparations with a 
3-0 friendly win over min¬ 
nows Malta on Wednesday as 
striker Cacau scored twice to 
suggest he might be the solu¬ 
tion to his country's problems 
up front. 

The Brazil-born Stuttgart 
striker netted either side of 
half-time with a powerful 
header and a well-timed 
strike to suggest to coach 
Joachim Loew he might be 
the answer to Germany's lack 
of form amongst their strik¬ 
ers. Both of Loew's first- 
choice forwards, Lukas 
Podolski of Cologne and 
Bayern Munich's Miroslav 
Klose, have struggled for 
form this season with just 
five Bundesliga goals be¬ 
tween them. 

Cacau worked tirelessly 
and nearly finished with a 
hat-trick as one of several 
fringe players who had their 


chance to impress. 

Germany were missing 
captain Michael Ballack plus 
their Bayern and Werder Bre¬ 
men stars who are on cup 
duty this weekend. Ballack's 
Chelsea face Portsmouth in 
Wembley's FA Cup final on 
Saturday while Bayern take 
on Bremen in the German 
Cup final at Berlin's Olympic 
Stadium, but Cacau and 
Hamburg's Piotr Trochowski 
stood out in their absence. 

Cacau's forward partner 
Stefan Kiessling, who hit 21 
Bundesliga goals last season, 
had a game to forget as he 
failed to connect with the ball 
on at least five occasions with 
the goal at his mercy. This 
was a fairly poor Malta side, 
ranked 154th in the world, 
who welcomed back veteran 
defender Massimo Grima 
after a five-year hiatus, but 
the 30-year-old struggled for 
fitness and his side never 
tested the hosts. 


Croup A 

South Africa 
Mexico 
Uruguay 

France 

Croup B 

Argentina 

Nigeria 

Korea Republic 
Greece 

Croup C 

England 1 

USA 

Algeria 

I Slovenia 

Croup D 

Germany 
i Australia 

Serbia 

Ghana 

1 _ _ 

Croup E 

Netherlands 

Denmark 

Japan 

Cameroon 

Croup F 

i Italy 

Paraguay 

New Zealand ; 

Slovakia 

Croup C 

Brazil 

Korea DPR 

Cote d’Ivoire 
Portugal 

Croup H 

j Spain 

Switzerland 
Honduras 

Chile 


Cacau opended the scor¬ 
ing when Hamburg's Dennis 
Aogo whipped in a cross and 
he powered home his header 
on 16 minutes. Loew blooded 
a handful of promising talent 
and Borussia Dortmund's 
striker Kevin Grosskreutz 
used his first touch of inter¬ 
national football to find 
Podolski whose back pass 
was smashed home by Cacau 
on 58 minutes. 

Valletta defender Kenneth 
Scicluna then tapped the ball 
into his own net to compound 
Malta's woes and make it 3-0 
on 60 minutes. With the game 
won, Loew brought on 21- 
year-old defenders Mats 
Hummels of Dortmund and 
Leverkusen's Stefan Reinartz 
for their first caps, but like 
GrossKreutz, Loew has al¬ 
ready said none of the trio 
will fly to South Africa. 

After this weekend, Ger¬ 
many will hold two training 
camps, one in Sicily and one 
in the Italian Alps, and will 
face Hungary in their second 
warm-up game on 29 May in 
Budapest. 

The 27-man group will be 
cut to 23 for the official FIFA 
World Cup squad and Ger¬ 
many will play their final 
warm-up game against 
Bosnia-Herzegovina on 3 
June before flying to South 
Africa on 6 June. The Ger¬ 
mans have drawn Australia, 
Ghana and Serbia in Group D 
with their first game against 
the Australians on 13 June in 
Durban. 
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Heat launch campaign website 
to keep Wade in Miami 



MIAMI (AP)—Send dessert 
to Dwyane Wade’s table or 
start a standing ovation. 
Don’t ask for a car or display 
your D-Wade tattoo. 

These, and other tips for 
Miami Heat fans, are now 
available on a website— 
www.wewantwade.com— 
unveiled Thursday by the 
team with hopes of keeping 
the 2006 NBA finals MVP in 
South Florida for years to 
come. 

“We want to show Wade 
the love,” the website says. 

Wade learned of the 
Heat’s web campaign Thurs¬ 
day morning, shortly after the 
team’s marketing department 


launched the new site— 
which was already getting 
posts from fans within a few 
minutes of going live. 

“I thought it was hilari¬ 
ous,” Wade said. “But I ap¬ 
preciate it. I do, I really do.” 

The former league scoring 
champion will exercise his 
right to become a free agent, 
and he’ll be clear to talk with 
other teams at 12:01 a.m. 
July 1. He has said many 
times that his preference is to 
stay with the Heat, which can 
offer him a deal for six years 
and worth about $127 mil¬ 
lion—more years and more 
money than any other club 
could offer. 


Signing him, of course, is 
the Heat top priority for the 
offseason. 

The website touts itself as 
the “place to show your sup¬ 
port for our MV3 and to help 
keep Dwyane Wade in Wade 
County! ... And we’ll be 
adding things right up to the 
start of the free agency pe¬ 
riod, so check back often for 
the latest D.Wade info, 
events, downloads and 
more.” 

Wade said he didn’t expect 
a website in his honor, but 
has learned not to be sur¬ 
prised by any approach when 
it comes to his future. Every¬ 
where he goes, he’s asked by 
fans where he’ll play next 
season—and, more often 
than not, begged to sign in 
their city. 

“You get a lot of people 
respectful of you and you un¬ 
derstand that they want you 
to be in the city—whatever 
city that is,” Wade said. 
“They express that opinion 
no matter where you go. I’ll 
never be surprised of anyone 
who says it.” 

The site was an instant hit: 
The Heat said it was over¬ 
whelmed quickly after 
launch, and the team said it 
would be switching to larger 
servers to handle the interest. 

Hockey mayhem 
in Montreal 
brings 41 arrests 

MONTREAL - Police say 41 
people have been arrested in 
the mayhem after the Mon¬ 
treal Canadiens' Game 7 vic¬ 
tory over Pittsburgh. 

Some stores were looted 
and police fired tear gas at 
hundreds of bottle-tossing 
fans after Wednesday night's 
game in which the Canadiens 
ousted the defending champi¬ 
ons to reach the Eastern Con¬ 
ference final. 

Now some merchants 
worry about what awaits in 
the next series against Boston 
or Philadelphia. But they also 
acknowledge that the Canadi¬ 
ens' great playoff run has 
electrified the city and 
boosted business. 

Montreal has a history of 
hockey violence. Cars were 
burned and downtown stores 
trashed in the 2008 playoffs. 
Chaos followed Montreal's 
Stanley Cup victories in 1986 
and 1993. 


SEMIFINALS 



WESTERN CONF. 

PHOENIX VS. SAN ANTONIO (PHOENIX WINS 4-0) 
UTAH VS. L.A. LAKERS (LAKERS WINS 4-0) 


EASTERN CONF. 

CLEVELAND VS. BOSTON (BOSTON LEADS 3-2) 
ATLANTA VS. ORLANDO 9 (ORLANDO WINS SERIES 4-0) 
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Pancakes & Pizza 

Pancakes • Pizza • Fried Eggs • Homemade Soup 
Sate • Fresh Rolls • Espresso 

*matinee: thursday - Sunday | “late show: friday & Saturday 


AT RENAISSANCE - ORANJESTAD 


PG-tt HOT TUB TIME MACHINE 

daily: 4:00 6:15 

matinee: 1:45 

1 R 1 NIGHTMARE ON ELM STREET 


IIW 


8:30 

late show: 11:00 



daily: 5:00 

7:15 

9:30 



matinee: 

2:45 

late show: 

11:45 

PG-131 

THE LOSERS 





daily: 5:15 

7:30 

9:45 



matinee: 12:45 

3:00 

late show: 

12:00 

PG-131 

DEATH AT A FUNERAL 





daily: 4:45 

7:00 

9:15 



matinee: 12:15 

2:30 

late show: 

11:30 

PG-131 

DE GELUKKIGE HUISVROUW 




daily: 

5:45 

8:00 



matinee: 1:00 

3:30 

late show: 

11:00 

PG-131 

IRON MAN 2 





daily: 5:30 

8:45 




matinee: 12:00 

2:45 

late show: 

11:30 

AT PASEO HERENCIA 

PG-tt 

ROBIN HOOD 



NEW 


daily: 4:30 

7:45 




matinee: 1:00 


late show: 

11:00 

rrci 

LETTERS TO JULIET 


(Starts Friday May 14) NEW 


daily: 6:00 

8:30 




matinee: 12:45 

3:30 

late show: 

11:00 

PG-fli 

ONDINE 





daily: 9:00 





matinee: 

PG-13 THE BACK-UP PLAN 



daily: 4:30 

matinee: 2:00 

7:00 

rpsi 

HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAG( 


daily: 4:15 

matinee: 1:45 

6:30 

rpei 

FURRY VENGEANCE 



daily: 5:45 

8:00 


matinee: 1:15 

3:30 

PG-tti 

IRON MAN 2 



daily: 5:45 

8:45 


matinee: 12:15 

3:00 


late show: 11:45 

9:15 

late show: 11:45 


late show: 

10:15 

late show: 12:30 


late show: 11:30 


XA 

OfJ 


ROBIN HOOD (act./adv): In 13th century England, Robin 

AND HIS BAND OF MARAUDERS CONFRONT CORRUPTION IN A LOCAL 
VILLAGE AND LEAD AN UPRISING AGAINST THE CROWN THAT WILL 
FOREVER ALTER THE BALANCE OF WORLD POWER. AND WHETHER 
THIEF OR HERO, ONE MAN FROM HUMBLE BEGINNINGS WILL BE¬ 
COME AN ETERNAL SYMBOL OF FREEDOM FOR HIS PEOPLE. 
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The Orchids SPA 

20% off in all treatments: 
Manicure & Pedicure, Facials, Massage. 

Valid: May 1st to May 31st, 2010. 
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Tomato Charlie’s the best pizza 
on the island 
And much more........... 

Open for Breakfast, Lunch 
and Dinner, the restaurant offers 
A great variety of Italian plates . 

Try the best Salads, Sandwiches, 
Pasta and Desserts . 



For Reservations, 
Please Call: 586-0999 


For reservations call (297) 586-0900 


Located at: Brickell Bay Hotel. J.E. Irausquin Blvd 370, Palm Beach. 


Giants, Jets sign bid to bring 
Super Bowl to NJ 


EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 
(AP)—Blankets, seat-warm¬ 
ers and earmuffs could com¬ 
pete with hats and T-shirts as 
must-have Super Bowl sou¬ 
venirs if the owners of the 
New York area’s two NFL 
teams woo football’s ultimate 
game to the region in 2014. 

“We’ll be lucky if it snows,” 
Jets owner Woody Johnson 
quipped Wednesday at a news 
conference marking the official 
signing of the bid package that 
will be delivered to the league’s 
other 30 owners. 

The theme of the new 
Meadowlands Stadium’s bid 
is “Make Some History,” and 
if the stadium is awarded the 
game, it will be the first 
Super Bowl to be played out¬ 
doors in a cold-weather lo¬ 
cale. Miami and Tampa, 
which have hosted 14 Super 


Bowls between them, also are 
submitting bids. The owners 
will pick the Super Bowl site 
at the NFL meetings in Dallas 
on May 25. 

Johnson, stadium chief ex¬ 
ecutive Mark Lamping and 
New York Giants co-owners 
Steve Tisch and John Mara 
extolled the advantages of 
playing the game in the New 
York area, but they also ac¬ 
knowledged they will have to 
get other owners to revise 
their vision of the Super 
Bowl as a game that can only 
be played in bikini weather or 
in a climate-controlled dome. 

“Sports fans aren’t easily 
intimidated by weather,” 
Lamping said on an unsea¬ 
sonably cool, drizzly day at 
the new stadium. “The game 
of football was never in¬ 
tended to be played in perfect 
conditions.” 



Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #143, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.oom 


Nadal stops Isner, reaches Madrid quarters 



MADRID (AP)—Rafael 
Nadal reached the quarterfi¬ 
nals of the Madrid Masters 
with a 7-5, 6-4 win over big¬ 
serving John Isner of the 
United States on Thursday. 

Isner held his own against 
the second-seeded Spaniard 
before losing his serve in the 
11th game of the first set, 
during which he received 
treatment to his arm. 

Nadal served out for the 
set and broke the American 
early in the second before 
holding his service for the 
win. 

Nadal came into the 
Madrid Masters off wins at 
Monte Carlo and Rome. 

Earlier, sixth-seeded Fer¬ 
nando Verdasco was beaten 
by 7-5, 6-3 by Jurgen Melzer 
of Austria. 

With the center court’s re¬ 
tractable roof closed due to 
rain, Verdasco was not at his 


best and needed treatment on 
his right foot after the first 
set. 

The Austrian player will 
next play Nicolas Almagro of 
Spain. 

In the women’s third 


round, eighth-seeded Saman¬ 
tha Stosur of Australia beat 
Patty Schnyder of Switzer¬ 
land 7-6 (3), 6-2 to set up a 
quarterfinal with Venus 
Williams. 

“It’s Venus so you have to 
expect a good match,” Stosur 
said. “Clay probably isn’t her 
favorite surface. We’ve 
played a few times and I’ve 
never been able to win so it’s 
one of those times when I 
have to go out there and give 
it my best shot.” 

Li Na of China beat Alona 
Bondarenko of Ukraine 6-3, 
6-4 and Shahar Peer of Israel 
defeated Arantxa Parra San- 
tonja of Spain 7-5, 6-2. 



Tsstc of 

^Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 
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Offshore natural gas 
platform sinks off 
Venezuela 


LIFE HAS 

ITS MOMENTS 



CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 
- An offshore natural-gas 
platform sank off Venezuela 
on Thursday, and 95 workers 
were rescued safely, the gov¬ 
ernment said. 

All of the workers on the 
Aban Pearl platform off east¬ 
ern Sucre state were safely 
evacuated, and the sinking 
poses no threat to the envi¬ 
ronment, Oil Minister Rafael 
Ramirez told state television. 

The navy rescued the 
workers using a frigate and 
boats after the gas platform 
disappeared into the 
Caribbean Sea at 2:20 a.m. 
(2:50 a.m. EDT; 0650 GMT), 
Ramirez said. 

President Hugo Chavez 
announced the sinking on 
Twitter early Thursday, say¬ 
ing: "To my sorrow, I inform 
you that the Aban Pearl gas 
platform sank moments ago. 
The good news is that 95 
workers are safe." 

The Singapore-flagged 
platform, built in 1977, has a 
capacity of 98 people and is 
owned by a subsidiary of In¬ 
dian company Aban Off¬ 
shore. 

Ramirez said officials are 
investigating, but there was a 
problem with the flotation 
systems of the semi-sub¬ 
mergible platform that led to 
a massive water leak in one 
area. 

Unlike the disastrous oil 
spill caused by a rig explo¬ 
sion off the coast of 
Louisiana on April 20, the 
sinking of the gas rig posed 
no apparent threat to the en¬ 
vironment, officials said. 

"There's no problem of 
any sort of any leak from the 
field into the environment," 
Ramirez said. The rig was 
operating in waters about 525 
feet (160 meters) deep. 

Last week, Ramirez stood 
atop the platform on live tele¬ 
vision as its gas flare was lit to 
inaugurate the project. Chavez 
praised the project at the time 
as an important step in 


Venezuela's efforts to tap its 
huge natural-gas deposits, say¬ 
ing, "We're making history." 

The exploration platform at 
the Dragon 6 gas field was op¬ 
erated by the state energy com¬ 
pany Petroleos de Venezuela 
SA off the Paria Peninsula of 
eastern Venezuela, near 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

Venezuela, a major oil ex¬ 
porter and OPEC member, is 
exploring offshore natural- 
gas fields that are among the 
biggest known deposits in the 
world. 

"Before starting opera¬ 
tions, this platform was re¬ 
paired, inspected and 
certified," Ramirez told state 
television. He said it was cer¬ 
tified as being "in optimal 
condition." 

Specialists will now use 
one of the robots on a sepa¬ 
rate drill boat to inspect the 
underwater structures that 
supported the platform to try 
to determine what went 
wrong, he said. 
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Ex-diplomat, Arria challenges farm seizure 
in Venezuela 


CARACAS, Venezuela - A 
former Venezuelan ambassa¬ 
dor to the United Nations 
challenged the government's 
takeover of his family farm, 
saying this week the move 
shows freedoms are being se¬ 
verely eroded under socialist 
President Hugo Chavez. 

Diego Arria presented 
documents to authorities that 
he said prove he owns the 
914-acre (370-hectare) farm, 
which was seized less than 
two weeks ago by officials 
who accuse him of not hold¬ 
ing proper title. 

"I'm not fighting for the 
farm. I'm fighting for my 
workers and for freedom in 
Venezuela," Arria said at a 
news conference, flanked by 
about two dozen farm em¬ 
ployees who have refused to 


work for the government. 

Arria also denied accusa¬ 
tions by a pro-Chavez law¬ 
maker, Carlos Escarra, who 
has urged prosecutors to in¬ 
vestigate recent remarks by 
the former diplomat that Es¬ 
carra contends incite attempts 
to topple Chavez. 

"There's no way they're 
going to shut me up," Arria 
said. 

Arria, who was governor 
of Caracas in the 1970s and 
ambassador to the U.N. in 
1991-93, reiterated accusa¬ 
tions that Chavez should be 
tried for attempts to kill then 
President Carlos Andres 
Perez and his family during a 
failed 1992 coup attempt led 
by the current president. 

"Who's the coup plotter? 
The only coup plotter is him," 


Arria said. 

There was no immediate 
reaction from Chavez, who 
last week called Arria corrupt 
and said that to recover his 
farm he would "have to top¬ 
ple Chavez." 

Employees of La Carolina 
farm who accompanied Arria 
said 32 of the 38 workers 


there walked out in protest 
after the government's 
takeover. The farm in north¬ 
western Yaracuy state pro¬ 
duces milk, coffee, oranges 
and other crops. 

"They're stealing from us," 
said Eduard Adalfio, 28, who 
is in charge of the farm's 
cows. "We don’t want to 
work with this government." 
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